
 

 

Minutes of a meeting of Cockermouth Town Council held in the Council Chamber at 

the Town Hall, Cockermouth, on Wednesday 17th June 2026 at 7.00pm 

 

Present:  

Councillor Stephen Barnes    Councillor Howard Beanland 

Councillor Catherine Bell    Councillor Marion Bowman 

Councillor Chris Bridgman    Councillor Julie Laidlow  

Councillor David Malloy    Councillor James Samson  

Councillor Alan Smith    Councillor Gillian Telford  

Councillor Richard Watson 

 

Mrs Jane Ollerenshaw – Town Clerk 

Mrs Amy Jeffrey – Assistant Town Clerk 

Miss Jo-Anne Wood – Events and Facilities Support 

Cllr. Andy Semple – Cumberland Councillor 

Ms. Sue Marshall – President of the Women’s Institute  

 

Absent – Cllr Isabel Burns  

 

Members of the Public: 7 

 

19:00 Meeting Opened. 

 

029/26 Apologies. None received. 

 

030/26 To approve the minutes of the Cockermouth Town Council Meeting of 

20th May 2026. Resolved to approve the minutes. 

 

031/26 To receive the minutes of the Twinning Committee Meeting of 11th March 

2026. Resolved to note as received. 

 

032/26 Declaration of Interests. There were no Declarations of Interest. 

 

033/26 Exclusion of Press & Public. No items required the exclusion of the Press 

and Public. 

 

034/26 Mayor’s Announcements. The Mayor advised that no engagements had yet 
been attended, although invitations to forthcoming events had started to be received. 
 
035/26 Reports from Cumberland Councillors.  

• Castlegate Surgery. Cllr Semple reported that a meeting of the Cumberland 
Health Clinic Committee was due to take place, which he would be attending 
alongside two Cockermouth residents and the local MP. He advised that the 
Committee was able to make strong recommendations on behalf of the 
people of Cockermouth and would provide feedback following the meeting. 

• Railway Viaduct Flooding. Cllr Semple reported that flooding at the railway 
viaduct remained a longstanding issue and that he had requested an 



 

 

investigation. He expressed his hope that a solution could be identified and 
implemented by next year. 

• Cockermouth School. Cllr Semple advised that a special meeting of the 
Planning Committee was scheduled to consider the application, including a 
site visit on the morning of the meeting. Cllr Samson raised concerns 
regarding construction traffic. Cllr Semple noted that these concerns had 
already been raised but welcomed any further comments in advance of the 
meeting. 

Cllr Barnes raised concerns regarding recycling bins being rejected because of their 

contents. He reported that he was aware of an instance where a rejection sticker had 

been placed on a resident's bin, but no specific reason for the rejection had been 

provided. Cllr Barnes suggested that, if Cumberland Council intended to implement 

such measures, a public education campaign should be undertaken beforehand. He 

commented that it was unfair on residents who were making efforts to recycle 

correctly. 

036/26 Guest Speakers. The President of the Women's Institute thanked the 

Council for the opportunity to speak. She expressed concern regarding the provision 

of public toilets in Cockermouth, noting that a lack of facilities had an impact on 

residents and visitors. She urged the Council to consider ensuring that all public 

toilet facilities within the town were available for use every day and included disabled 

access and baby changing facilities. She acknowledged the financial challenges 

associated with maintaining public conveniences, including issues of vandalism, but 

suggested that the facilities at Harris Park and Memorial Gardens should remain 

open. 

 

The President also referred to community toilet schemes operated by some councils, 

whereby local businesses allow public access to their toilet facilities in return for a 

contribution towards maintenance costs. She advised that the W.I had discussed the 

matter with a number of local groups, which had expressed support for improving 

public toilet provision, and suggested that a working group comprising of Councillors 

and other interested individuals could be established to explore potential options. 

 

Cllr Bowman thanked the President for her contribution and referred to the Clerk's 

background report, which had considered the matter from both financial and social 

perspectives. Cllr Bowman suggested that a working party be established, involving 

representatives of the W.I and the Clerk, with a view to developing proposals in time 

for consideration as part of the budget-setting process for the next financial year. 

She further suggested that a proposal be brought to the next meeting of the Council. 

 

Cllr Barnes stated that his main concern was the level of vandalism. Cllr Smith 

commented on the significant costs associated with the public conveniences over the 

previous five years and noted that the ongoing challenge was the maintenance of the 

facilities. The President suggested that access control measures could help to 

reduce vandalism. 

 



 

 

The Clerk advised that the facilities at Harris Park are currently open during the 

Easter and summer holiday periods, but that opening them throughout the year 

would incur significant additional costs. The Clerk further advised that access control 

systems are already in place at the Main Street and Bitterbeck facilities, although 

incidents of vandalism still occur. 

 

It was noted that the matter could be considered in greater detail at a future meeting 

should an agenda item be submitted. 
 

037/26 Public Participation.  A question had been received from a member of the 
public, who referred to previous questions recorded in earlier minutes and asked the 
following: 
 

“Can I be assured by Cllr Laidlow and Cllr Malloy in particular that all expenditure 
using these funds after 14 April 2024 has been recorded and verified in line with the 
policy, the first section of which is quoted below? 
Purpose: The purpose of this policy is to ensure that the Town Council complies with 
the 2003 Regulations and the 2004 amendment. There is a clear auditable trail of 
payment allowances. The mayor’s allowance is not treated as part of their personal 
income and expenditure. There is transparency and publicity of the mayor’s 
allowances which the public can easily access.” 
 
Cllr Laidlow: “Yes”. 
Cllr Malloy: “Yes”. 
 
The Clerk advised that the relevant information was now available on the Council 
website within the financial section and included both the Mayoral Allowance and the 
Mayor’s Entertainment Fund. 
 
038/26 Planning 

• FUL/2026/0074 Resolved to recommend approval. 

• HOU/2026/0083 Resolved to recommend approval. 

• HOU/2026/0086 Resolved to recommend approval. 

• CAT/2026/0009 Resolved to recommend approval. 
 

039/26 Planning Decisions Under Delegated Authority. Resolved to note the 
schedule as received 
 
040/26 Clerk’s Report. The Clerk’s report had been circulated. 

• Bitterbeck Toilets. The Clerk advised that Walker Fire had attended the site 
to assess requirements for CCTV installation. It was noted that an electricity 
supply and suitable location for equipment would be required. The Council 
would contact Castles & Coasts, as they own the upper part of the building, to 
request access. 

• Christmas Light Switch On. The Clerk reported that the stage previously 
booked for the event had been sold and the supplier was unable to honour the 
booking. Alternative arrangements would be sought. 

• Public Toilets. The Clerk reported a recent increase in complaints, with five 
received in the past week compared to none over the previous five months. 



 

 

• St Helens Allotments. The Clerk advised that works had been delayed by 
one week by Castles & Coasts. 
 

041/26 Reports and Requests from Working Groups.   

Climate Emergency Group. 

• Isel Road. The group received a presentation from the surveyor who had 
undertaken the initial survey of the site. It was agreed to recommend to full 
Council that he be engaged to carry out a full survey and map the area, and to 
explore whether the project could be supported through the Rural 
Development Fund in order to generate income through grant funding. 
Resolved that a budget of up to £600 be approved for this work. 

• Recycling Bins. Cllr Barnes noted that there are currently no public recycling 
bin facilities in the town and suggested that Cumberland Council be 
approached to consider providing them. Cllr Beanland added that the Council 
should also review recycling provision at Harris Park Extension and Memorial 
Gardens, although it was recognised that this may incur additional collection 
costs. The Clerk was asked to investigate the matter further. 

• Trees. Cllr Barnes stated that there should be a management plan in place for 
the trees on Main Street and that the Council should ensure it is aware of the 
plan and that it is being followed. Cllr Barnes also suggested obtaining an 
independent quotation for the cost of restoring the trees in Station Street. 

• Play Area. The Assistant Town Clerk presented a detailed report setting out 
two potential play area options for Isel Road, both of which included the 
addition of two benches, and recommended Option 1, the larger unit. Cllr 
Bridgman asked whether, if the larger unit were selected, it could be approved 
on the basis that grant funding would be sought. The Assistant Town Clerk 
confirmed that this would be possible, subject to securing a specified level of 
grant funding. Cllr Beanland asked whether a quotation could also be 
obtained for benches made from recycled plastic rather than wood in order to 
reduce costs. Cllr Barnes proposed that the Council proceed with Option 1, 
with an expenditure cap of £11,000, with the remaining costs to be met 
through grant funding. Resolved that Quote 1 be approved, subject to the 
successful securing of grant funding. 
 

Community Led Plan. 

• Cllr Bridgman confirmed that the Community Led Plan would be represented at 
both the Fun Day and the Cockermouth Show in order to gather further 
responses from residents and build on the feedback already received. 
 

042/26 Date and Time of the 2027 Annual Town Meeting. Resolved the meeting be 
held on 24th March 2027 at 7pm. 
 
043/26 Policy Review and Adoption 

i) Freedom of Information Policy Resolved that the policy be approved, 
subject to minor amendments. 

ii) Data Protection Policy Resolved that consideration of the policy be 
deferred until the next meeting. 
 

044/26 Town Ambassador Scheme Proposal. Cllr Telford suggested that 



 

 

establishing a small group of Town Ambassadors to promote visitor attractions and 
act as a welcoming point of contact for visitors could help create a positive 
impression of the town. It was suggested that the scheme could be trialled on 
Saturdays for a few hours in partnership with the Chamber of Trade. 
 
In response to a question from Cllr Smith regarding potential volunteers, Cllr Telford 
advised that the scheme could initially involve people already undertaking voluntary 
work in the town, including members of local groups, with the potential to involve 
younger people in future through the Duke of Edinburgh scheme.  
 
Cllr Malloy commented that it was unfortunate the town had lost its Tourist 
Information service and suggested that a pop-up tourist information point on Main 
Street could also be considered. Cllr Telford proposed that she discuss the idea 
further with the Chamber of Trade and seek their views. Resolved that Cllr Telford 
discuss the proposal further with the Chamber of Trade and voluntary groups, and 
explore the viability of introducing a trial period during the summer. 
 
045/26 Scaffolding Request – 12 Market Street. The Clerk advised that the 

contractor anticipated completing the works within 2 to 4 weeks and would work 

around weddings taking place during that period. Resolved that the request to use 

the car park be approved. 

046/26 Payments for Approval. Resolved to approve the payments. 

047/26 Pre-approved Payments. Resolved to note the schedule of payments. 
 
048/26 Councillor Matters.  
No matters were raised. 
 
049/26 Date of next meeting. 
Confirmed as Wednesday 15th July 2026. 
 
20:38 Meeting Closed. 


