Minutes of a Meeting of Cockermouth Town Council held in the Town Hall, Cockermouth on Wednesday 16 February 2022 at 7.00pm

Present: Councillor A Semple (Deputy Mayor)
               Councillor I Burns
               Councillor A Kennon
               Councillor D Malloy
               Councillor J Laidlow
               Councillor S Nicholson
               Councillor A Tyson
               Councillor R Watson  

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor S Barnes, G Bennion, A Smith & C Smith.     

Also present: A press representative and two police representatives 

148 Minutes

       Resolved – That the Mayor be authorised to sign as a correct record the minutes
       of the last meeting held on 19 January 2022.	
      
149  Declaration of Interest

  Councillors Semple & Tyson declared an interest in item 7 due to being members 
  of the Development Panel. 

  Councillor A Kennon declared an interest in item 7 due to being a substitute
  member of the Development Panel.
 
150  Mayor’s Announcements
      
         This item was deferred, the Mayor was not present at the meeting.   

151   Public Participation	

         There was no public participation. 

152a Planning Applications

         LBC/2022/0004

         Listed building consent for a single storey rear extension, opening up of new
         internal access and minor internal alterations to facilitate improvements to
         Restaurant
 
         11 – 13 Castlegate

         Recommended - Approval
 
152b Tree Works

          Members were pleased to note that the surrounding grassed areas were to be re-
          seeded with wildflower mix.  

          Resolved – That the application to canopy lift trees at Harris Park be approved.

152c  Tree Works    

           Resolved – That the application for various tree works, 38, Strawberry How be 
           approved.  

153   Schedule of Payments

          Resolved – That payments in the sum of £37,878.13 be approved.

154    Local Government Reorganisation

          The Structural Changes Order (SCO) was presented to Parliament this week.

           Within 14 days of the SCO coming into effect, joint committees have to be 
           established one for each of the new councils, Cumberland and Westmorland
           and Furness.  These bodies will only exist for a short period until the elections in
           May 2022.  Each joint committee will be made up of 12 councillors. 

           Elections to the new shadow authorities will be held on 5 May 2022. Voters will 
           be electing a single representative for 46 wards in Cumberland.  Those elected 
           will serve a 5 year term.  The next elections are planned to be held in 2027.

           The Joint Committees will be dissolved after the first meeting of the Shadow 
           Authorities. 

           Themes and workstreams have been created to ensure that every area of each 
           council’s services and responsibilities are taken into consideration during the
           complex transition from seven authorities to two.                    

           Agreed – That the contents of the LGR Town and Parish Council Newsletters be 
           noted.

155    Community Electric Car Club

           Those present considered creating an electric car club in Cockermouth.

           Resolved – That consideration of this item be deferred for further
           information. Councillor Watson to find out more.            
                   
156     Clerk’s Report    

           Resolved – a) That the contents of the report be noted. 
      
           b) That the AGM be held on Thursday 19 May 2022.

           c) That the APM be held on Wednesday 6 April 2022. 

157     Welcome Back Fund

           Further to minute 157c, those present discussed the quote provided to plant up 
           the new planters on Main Street.  

           They also discussed another bid from the Chamber of Trade in respect of a new 
           Love our Local Video Advert for Spring 2022 – Cockermouth Outdoor Fun and 
           Adventure.

           Resolved – a) That the quote of £1,365 to prepare, plant and water the new 
           planters be agreed and submitted to Allerdale for approval. 

           b) That the Town Clerk contact the funders regarding the suitability of the mural
           at the library for this funding. 

           c) That if the mural were deemed unsuitable, a special meeting of the Town 
           Council be held as soon as practicable to discuss what to do with the remaining 
           grant monies.  

158    Wildflower Planting

          Those present considered areas within the parish where wildflowers could be
          planted. 

          Councillor Malloy suggested the following sites:-

· Banking opposite St Helens Street allotments
· Small verge by Hames Hall
· Whole of the verge at Castlegate
· Banking, All Saints Church
· Verge on Gote Brow

          Councillor Laidlow suggested parts of the Greenway.

          Resolved – That the Town Clerk contacts the owners of the sites to encourage
          them to plant wildflowers. 

159    Twinning

           Resolved – a) That it be noted that travel this year was unlikely due to the 
           pandemic.

           b) That a small delegation comprising of councillors A Semple, I Burns, J
           Laidlow and other interested persons travel to Marvejols in June 2023 for the 40th 
           Anniversary.

           c) That the itinerary for 2020 be adopted for the 2023 visit.

160     Anti-social behaviour

           Sargant Edwards and PC Claire Parker attended the meeting. 

           They informed those present that they were aware of a certain group of children 
           causing issues within the Town. 

           The Police were working with the youths and local schools to prevent this 
           behaviour.

           She confirmed that the damage to the crib was undertaken by an intoxicated 
           older female.  

           Councillor Malloy asked if Cockermouth would be getting extra officers. He was 
           told that Inspector Gale was looking at neighbourhood policing as a whole.

           Councillor Malloy stated that the Town Council no longer received detailed 
           information about crime in our area and that the new monthly newsletter gave 
           little detail.        

           Councillor Semple asked the best method of contacting the Police. He 
           told to use the 101 email.  He also stated that in his opinion the link between the 
           Police and the Town Council had been lost when the Police stopped coming to 
           monthly meetings. He was encouraged to liaise with PC Parker as she was the 
           designated officer deployed from Cockermouth.

           The Mayor thanked the officers for their attendance. 
            
           The meeting ended at 8.07 pm

